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PREFACE 


Thought testing is an essential part of any 
good reading system. This primer is particularly 
adapted for use as a thought test primer in 
connection with the method and content primers 
in use. 

The emphasis in reading for the primer child | 
has so largely been on the mechanics of reading, 
that, often, the teacher has found it difficult to 
train the beginner to get the thought from 
what he reads. 

It is not difficult to teach children to read 
words. With all the modern devices and helps 
at the disposal of teachers, this has become a 
really delightful task. The difficulty lies in-get- 
ting the slow and the dull children, as well as 
the bright children, to comprehend the thought 
of what they read. 

Thought-getting can be developed just as 
successfully in the primary grade as in any of the 
later grades. From the very beginning the little 
child should be taught to look upon reading as a 
means of getting thought. If this idea is de- 
veloped, it will not be necessary later to train 


i 


the child away from the habit of mere word 
naming into the habit of thought-getting. 

It is only when the child comprehends what he 
reads that he gets any real enjoyment out of it. 

It is very essential, therefore, that the primer 
child should be trained not only to read words, 
but he should be trained also to understand what 
he does read. In this way is a great aim achieved, 
that of creating in the child a desire to read for 
the real enjoyment he derives from it. | 

This material has been tried out in many 
classrooms and the response obtained has con-_ 
vineed the authors that it creates in the child a 
delight in reading. It develops a determination 
on the part of the child to put forth his best 
effort that he may rank high with the other 
members of the class. Each child can see the 
result of his own work, and this gives him a 
sense of accomplishment which the ordinary oral 
reading lesson does not always give. 

The child finds the colored illustrations a 
source of real enjoyment and the fact that he 
has to work out his answers with the aid of these, 
gives him added zest in his work. Dramatiza- 
tion, riddle lessons, drawing, matching, and a 
combination of several of these features that are 
so fascinating to the primer child are also 
judiciously included. 


The lessons in this primer have been kept 
simple and made short so that the child can be 
expected to read the lessons silently and respond 
as directed. Each lesson is provided with definite 
means of checking the child’s comprehension, 
varied in such a way that there is no danger of 
monotony. 

The teacher should read the “Directions to 
Teachers” and thoroughly acquaint herself with 
the lesson to be given and with the comprehen- 
sion checks to be used. The lessons are divided 
- into four main groups, but some of the lessons 
in each group vary somewhat from the type 
lesson in the manner in which they are 
checked. This makes it necessary for the teacher 
to make sure of the type of lesson to be given © 
and how it should be checked. 

For helpful criticisms and suggestions in the 
_ preparation of these lessons, the authors are 

indebted to Mrs. Nona Rodee, author of Teach- 
| ing Beginners to Speak English, Americanization 
Supervisor and Primary Supervisor of the Tucson 
Public Schools, Arizona, to Superintendent 
J. H. Mason, Marion, Ohio, to Doctor Garry 
C. Myers, School of Education, Cleveland, 
Ohio, and to the teaching corps of the Sandusky 
Public Schools. 
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Hop, Brown Rabbit. 
Hop, Pretty Bird. 


Hop, Happy Boy. 
Hop, Little Girl. 
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Pretty 2Bird: 
Little Girl. 
Red Hen. 


Happy Boy. 
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Walk, Red Cow. 

Jump, White Cat. 

Walk ard jump, Little Girl. 
Walk and jump, Happy Boy. 
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: hite Cat can run. 

» Blaék Doo can jump. — 
rown Rabbit can hop. 
ittle Girl can walk. 


q retty Bird can fly. 
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can walk. 


am Red Cow. 


can hop. 
am Little Girl. 


can fly. 
am Pretty Bird. 
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can jump. 
am Happy Boy. 


can fly. 
am Red Hen. 


can run. 
am Little Mouse. 
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I can run. 
I am Little Pig. 


I can jump. 
I am Black Horse. 


I can walk. 
am White Sheep. 
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The rabbit can hop. 
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say. 
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Mew, mew 
“Cluck, cluck!” 


6é 177 


Bow, wow 
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Good morning 
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Good morning 
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Red Cow, say “Moo, moo! 
White Sheep, say ‘‘Baa, baa!”’ 
Red Hen, say “Cluck, cluck!”’ 


Little Girl, say 
“Good morning!” 
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White cat, say ‘“Mew, mew 
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Black Dog, say “‘Bow, wow 
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Pretty Bird, say “Peep, peep 
Happy Boy, say 
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“Good morning 
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Happy Boy Brown Dog 
Red Hen White Cow 


Good morning, I am | 


Bow, wow, I a 


Cluck, cluck, I am 


Moo, moo, I a 
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Pretty Bird White Sheep 
Black Cat Little Girl 


ew, mew, I am 


Aas Aas deen 


eep, peep, I am 


Good morning, I am 
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Play you are Black Dog. 


Say, “Bow, wow!” 


Play you are Red Cow. 
Say, “Moo, moo!” 


Play you are Pretty Bird. 
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say, ‘“Peep, peep 
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Play you are Pretty Cat. 
Say, “‘Mew, mew!” 


Play you are White Sheep. 
Saye. Badseaaee 


Play you are Red Hen. 
pay, Cluck, click] 
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Red Hen 
Little Boy Red Cow 


I can say, 
I can say, 
/ can say, 
I can say, 


White Cat 


’ Cluck aciuelk |” 
“Mew, mew!” 


“Good morning!” 
‘““Moo, moo!” 
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Pretty Bird White Sheep 
Black Dog 
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can say, 
can say, 
can say, 


Happy Girl. 
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am happy. 
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am pretty. 
say, “Mew, mew!” 


am white. | 
eave baa. baal’ 
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am red. 


say, Cluck; click 


am white. 
say, “‘Moo, moo!” 


am black. 
say, ““Bow, wow!” 


30 


ol 


Little Mouse is in the house. 
Little Pig is in the pen. 
Little Girl is in the house. 
Red Cow is in the barn. 
Black Horse is in the barn. 
Red Hen is in the pen. 
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appy Boy is in the garden. 


retty Bird is in the tree. 
ittle Girl is in the garden. 

ite cat 1s In the yares 
White Sheep is in the meadow. 
rown Rabbit is 
in the meadow. 
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I am in the pen. 


am in the meadow. 
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I am in the house. 


is in the barn? 


is in the tree? 
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is in the yard” 
is in the house? 


= 
=" 
it) 

Cale 


What 
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is in the water? 
is in the pen? 
is in the garden? 


is in the meadow? 
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It is brown. 


aG-s 


ies red. 
It is 


Jt is white. 
Leis 


eitis black. 
eis a 
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What is white? 
iat is little? 
What is brown? 


at is red? 
at is black 
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indow 


t to the table 


int to the cha 
int to the book 
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Happy Boy is in the house. 


- This house has a door. 
is house has a window. 
This table is in the yard. 
is chair is in the yard. 
Happy Boy has a book. 
Happy Boy has a dog. 
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Run to the table. 
Hop to the window. 
alk to the chair. 
Skip to the door. 
Run and skip to the door. 
Walk and jump to the window. 
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kip to the door, Pretty Girl. 
it in the chair, Little Dog. 
pen the window, Happy Girl. 
ead the book, Happy Boy. 
kip to the table, Little Boy. 
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un to the door. 


Open it. 


Walk to the window. 
Look out. 


Hop to the chair. 

Sit in it. 

Skip to the table. 
Open a book. 
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am Baby. 


am Father. 
am Mother. 
am Bob. 


ee 


am May. 
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Play you are Baby. 
Sit in the chair. 


Play you are Mother. 
Run to Baby. 


Play you are Father. 
Read a book. 


Play you are Bob. 
Walk to the table. 


Play you are May. 
Look out of the window. 


is Father doing? 
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is Mother doing’? 
at is Baby doing? 
at is May doing? 
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What is Bob doing? 
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I live in a big meadow. 


am white. 
say, “Baa, baa!” 
enue i 


live in a big meadow. 
give good milk. 
say, ‘‘Moo, moo!”’ 
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alm a 
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am in the yard. 
have little chicks. 
say, “Gluck, selucknas 


am a 


am in a big tree. 
can sing. 

Can lyk 

am a 
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am black. 


have big brown eyes. 
say, ‘“Bow, wow!” 
am a 


am black and white. 
like good milk. 

say, ““Mew, mew!” 
am a 
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50) 
moo, moo baa, bag 


cluck, cluck 


May saw a white sheep. | 
The white sheep ran to May. 
The white sheep said 


Bob ran to the meadow. 
He saw a black cow. 
The black cow said 


Bob saw a red hen. 
The red hen ran to the chicks. 
The red hen said 
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Sk 
mew, mew bow, wow 
peep, peep 


May saw a baby bird. 
It was in the nest. 
The baby bird said 


May ran to the house. 
The white cat was in the house. 
The white cat said 


Bob was in the yard. 
He saw a black dog. 
~The black dog said 
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I play with Bob. 

I like milk. 

I give good milk. 

I have pretty chicks. 
I fly to the big tree. 
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Do 


Bob and May have pretty toys. 


This is a baby doll. 
This is a red drum. 
This is a little top. 
This is a red ball. 
This is a pretty horn. 
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Bob and May play 

with the toys. 
May plays with the baby doll. 
Bob plays with the red drum. 
May plays with the big ball. 
Bob plays with the little top. 


1. Find May’s toys. 
2. Find Bob’s toys. 


Do 


Beat the red drum. 
Spin the little top. 
Roll the big: ball. 

low the pretty horn. 


ive the baby doll to a girl. 
ive the big ball to a boy. 


Bob can spin the top. 


May can roll the ball. 


Bob can blow the horn. 
Bob can beat the drum. 
May can play 

with the pretty 
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Bob and May beat me. 
] say, ““Boom, boom!” 


Bob can blow me. 
isay. Loot, toot!” 


Bob can spin me. 
I sing, “M-m-m!’’ 


May will sing to me. 
May will sing me to sleep. 
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Happy Bob plays 
with the toys. 


Which one can he spin? 
Which one can he ride? 
Which one can he blow? 
Which one can he roll? 

Which one can he beat? 
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May and Bob play 
with the pretty toys. 


Sine doll rides in the _-_— 
May sits in the 

Bob rolls the 

“Ma-ma!”’ says the 

May can play the 
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I am red and round. 

I am in a tree. 

lama -bigeapple, 
ake me. 


I am blue. 
I am round. 
I am a ball. 
Make me. 
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61 
Bob and May play ball. 


Bob has a big red ball. 
May has a little blue ball. 
They play with the balls. 
They play in the yard. 


ievlake-a bie red ball. 
2. Make a little blue ball. 
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Bob and May saw a nest. 
Mother bird made it. 
The nest was in the grass. 


It was brown. 
Two blue eggs were 
in the nest. 


ls Make the nest. 
2. Put two eggs in it. 
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63 


Father has two apple trees. 


The two apple trees are 
in his garden. 
The two apple trees have big, 
red apples. 
May and Bob like 


the red apples. 


1. Make the two apple trees. 
2. Make three apples 
on one tree. 


63 


Little Pig has 
a little brown house. 


His house is in the meadow. 
The house has a door. 
The house has a window. 


Little Pig likes 
his little brown house. 


ake Little Pig’s house. 


.M 
. Make the door. 
. Make the window. 


Coat te 


64 


Mother Bird made it. 

She made it in the grass. 
It has three blue eggs in it. 
It is a 


It is red and round. 
It is on a tree. 


Bob will eat it. 
mit is an 


65 


It has a little window. 


It has a big door. 
Little Pig lives in it. 
It is Little Pig’s 


It is in the yard. 

A bird has a nest in it. 
Red apples are on it. 

It is an 
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67 


Mother Bird made it. 
Brown Pig’ lives in it. 
see it in the nest. 
Bob will play with it. 

May will eat it. 
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May likes to play | 
with her baby doll. 

May sings to her doll. 

She sings, ‘Sleep, baby, sleep.” 

The doll is asleep. 

May has put her to bed. 


Play you are May. 
1. Sing to the doll. 
2. Put her to bed. 


That is Bob’s dog. 
That is Bob at the door. 
Bob’s dog runs to the door. 


He jumps and says, 
“Bow, wow! I am happy 
to see you, Bob.” 


Play you are Bob’s dog. 
1. Run to the door. 
2. Say ‘Bow, wow!” to Bob. 
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I am May’s pet cat. 

May likes to roll her ball. 

I hke to run after the ball. 
I hke to play with May’s ball. 


1. Play you are May. 
Roll the ball. 


2. Play you are her pet cat. 
Run after the ball. 
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Bob has lost his book. 

Bob has lost his cap. 

He has looked and looked 
for them. 


Bob ran to his mother. 
“May will look for them,” 
said his mother. 
May found his cap 
on the chair. 
She found his book 
on the table. 
Bob was happy to have them. 


1, Play you are Bob. 
2. Play you are May. 
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Which one plays with a ball? 


for his mother? 


72 
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What makes each sound? 


make the sound, “ Ma-ma!”’ 
make the sound 
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make the sound, 
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“Boom, boom!” 
make the sound, “‘M-m!”’ 


73 


ret 
Somers 


74 
May found me on the table. 


I make a pretty sound. 


sed 


say, ““Ma-ma 


I 


eam 2 


Bob likes to play with me. 


and round. 


ttle 
I ean roll and roll 


1 


en. | 


1 am 2 
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Father gave it to Bob. 
It is red, white, and blue. 


It has pretty white stars. 
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Santa Claus gave it to May. 
May likes to play it. 

She plays and sings. 

She likes her new toy. 
bese) 
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This is my pretty flag. 
I love my pretty flag. 
Father gave it to me. 
It is red and white and blue. 
It has pretty stars. 
The stars are white. 


Make a picture of the flag. 
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ee the Christmas tree! 
t has a big white star. 
t has big red bells. 

t has little blue bells. 


has pretty toys. 


. Make the big red bells. 
. Make the little blue bells. 
. Make the white star. 
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See our pretty new toys! 


The new doll is for Baby. 
Baby can put it to sleep. 


The bells are for May. 
They are red and blue. 


The new bank is for Bob. 
Bob likes his bank. 


Bob and May played 


in the snow. 


made a big snow man. 
made his head. 
made his nose. 


ee 


made his eyes. 
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made his mouth. 


Make a picture 
of this snow man. 
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Make a big ball. 
Put a little ball 
on the big ball. 
Make two eyes 
on the little ball. 
Make a nose on it. 


Make a mouth on it. 


What did you make? 
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It is fun to play, 


If you do what I say. 


oint to your eyes. 
oint to your nose. 
oint to your mouth. 
oint to your ears. 


Bo eae a 


oint to your head. 
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I have two ears. 


My two ears are long. 


My long ears are brown. 
ram a 


have a white head. 
have two eyes. 
have a mouth and a nose. 


| 


am a 
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Father gave Bob a new pony. 


The pony likes to eat grass. 
t lives in a barn. 
The barn has two windows. 
It has a big door. 


Make a picture of this barn. 
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Bob likes to ride his pony. 


It can run very fast. 
Bob rides to the meadow. 
May rides to the barn. 


1. What can the pony do? 
2. Who rides to the barn? 
3. Who rides to the meadow? 
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I live in the red barn. 
I like to eat good grass. 
I can run very fast. 
Tama 


I have a window. 

I have a big door. 
he pony lives in me. 
am. the 
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ay has a pet lamb. 

other gave it to her. 
The pet lamb plays with May 
It likes to drink milk. 


1. Who gave the lamb to May? 
2. Who plays with the lamb? 
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May lost her pet lamb. 
She looked in the meadow. 
She looked in the garden. 


She found it in the barn. 
She gave it milk to drink. 


Play you are May. 
1. Look for the lamb. 
2. Give it milk to drink. | 
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eat grass In the meadow. 
have a long tail. 

give milk. 

am a 


have a white tail. 

am May’s pet. 

drink milk. 

am a... oa 
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89 
ob lost his rabbit. 


Peround Iti: the 


ob lost his ball. 
e found it in the 


ob lost his book. 
e found it on the 


89 


er new doll. 


it on the 


er pretty bird. 
it in the 


er white cat. 
her on the 
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The pony and lamb play 
In the meadow all day. | 


I have pretty new toys, 
For little girls and boys. 


It is Bob’s sled, 
So pretty and red. 
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I will go with May 


My wings are blue, 
If 


I sing for you. 


t rains to-day. 


I 


me fly 
n the sky 


Bob makes 
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Goldilocks went to the woods. 


She saw a house in the woods. 
Three bears lived in the house. 
Father Bear lived in it. 
Mother Bear lived in it. 
Baby Bear lived in it. 
The three bears were 

not at home. 


Make pictures 
of the three bears. 
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Goldilocks went 
into the house. 


She saw a table. 

She saw three bowls 
on the table. 

One bowl was big. 

One bowl was not so big. 

One bowl was little. 


1. Make a picture of the table. 
2. Make the three bowls on it. 
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Goldilocks saw three chairs 
in the house. 
One chair was 
for Father Bear. 

One was for Mother Bear. 
One was for Baby Bear. 
Goldilocks sat 

in the three chairs. 


Make pictures of three chairs. 
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96 
oldilocks saw three beds 


in the house. 
One bed was for Father Bear. 
One bed was for Mother Bear. 
One was for Baby Bear. 


Goldilocks went to sleep 
in Baby Beayr’s bed. 


Make pictures of three beds. 
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Then the three bears 

came home. 
Baby Bear ran to his bed. 
He found Goldilocks in it. 
Goldilocks opened her eyes. 


She saw the three bears. 
She jumped out of bed. 
Then she ran and ran. 
She ran all the way home. 


1. Play you are Baby Bear. 
2. Play you are Goldilocks. 
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The three bears lived 
Little Bear sits in it. 
‘Big Bear sleeps in it. 


The bowls are on it. 
The soup is in them. 
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Who went to the woods? 
What did she see 

in the woods? 
What did she see 

on the table? 
What did she sit in’ 
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Read and do. 


Find a book. 
Open it and read. 


Find a flag. 
Give it to a boy. 


Find a bell. 
Give it to a girl. 


Find a bank. 
Put it on the table. 


Find your cap. 
Put it: on .your head. 
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happy 
pretty 
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fly 
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and 
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Can 
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say 

mew 
cluck 
bow, wow 
good 
morning 
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moo 
baa 
peep 
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play 
you 
are 


31 
is 
in 
pen 
barn 
house 
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garden 
tree 
meadow 
yard 


34 


water 


35 


what 


37 


it 


39 
point 
to 
door 
window 
table 
chair 
book 


40 
this 
has 
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41 


skip 


42 
sit 
read 
open 
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look 
out 
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baby 
father 
mother 
Bob 
May 
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of 


sing’ 
have 
chicks 


49 
eyes 
like 


50 


ran 
he 


saw 
said 


51 


was 
nest 


52 


with - 
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toys 
doll 
drum 
top 
ball 
horn 
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find 
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55 
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DIRECTIONS TO TEACHERS 


The lessons in this Primer have been specifical- 
ly prepared to serve as thought test material, 
which should be an essential part of any good 
reading system. It is necessary that the teacher 
should consult these directions before presenting 
each one of these primer lessons if it is to 
serve effectively as thought test material. By 
doing this she will fully understand the type of 
lesson that is to be presented and the kind of 
comprehension check that is to be used. Hach 
lesson is provided with very definite means of 
checking the child’s comprehension. The teacher’s 
ingenuity may suggest other ways of checking 
which she should feel free to use to supplement 
those given in the directions. 

The lessons divide themselves into fon: main 
types according to the character of the responses 
required. It is very essential that the teacher 
before presenting a new lesson, should refer to 
the Table of Contents, on page vii, to make sure 
of the group to which it belongs. She may then 
be able to refer to the directions explaining how 
that lesson should be properly developed. Some 
of the lessons will vary somewhat from the type 
lesson in the manner in which they are checked. 

1. Lessons in which the picture check is used. 
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In these lessons, there is a definite relationship 
between the lesson itself and the pictures on the 
same page. 

2. Lessons which afford opportunities for 
dramatization. Whether the child has compre- 
hended the thought, will here be tested by his 
own actions. 

3. Lessons of the riddle type. The child will 
read sentences or groups of sentences and, 
with the aid of words or of pictures, he has to 
supply the missing words. 

4, Lessons in which the child is required to 
make something after reading the sentences that 
constitute the lesson. 

Lessons 31, 84, and 86 differ slightly from 
these four types and are separately explained. 


LESSON ONE AND RELATED LESSONS 


At the beginning of each lesson, a small slip of 
paper should be given to each pupil. With the 
papers covering the reading matter under the 
illustrations, the teacher should have the pupils 
name each of the objects in the illustrations in 
turn. “‘I see a girl,” “‘I-see a cat,” and ssouam 
This affords fine means of developing good oral 
language habits, and of rousing interest on the 
part of the child in the reading material. From 
this point the teacher should proceed to the 
lesson proper. 

Teacher: Each word in this lesson tells about 
one of these pictures. Read silently the first 
word. Find the picture it names. Point to that 
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picture. (Each child points to a picture.) What 
are you pointing to, Jack? 

Jack: I am pointing to the picture of a cat. 

Teacher: Why did Jack point to the picture 
of the cat, Ruth? 

Ruth: The word we read was “‘cat.”’ 

Where a child has failed to comprehend the 
meaning of a certain word, the teacher should 
underline that word on the blackboard. The 
child who has made the mistake is then given a 
second opportunity. Proceed in this way until 
the entire lesson has been read and checked. 
When this has been done, the teacher will point 
to one of the pictures on the page. Each child 
is asked to put his finger on the word corre- 
sponding to that picture. A quick glance by the 
teacher will determine whether each is pointing 
to the right word. After the whole lesson has 
been read and checked in this way, the teacher 
should have various pupils read the words in the 
lesson as a simple oral reading exercise. 

The same procedure should be followed in 
Lessons 2-6, 8, 13-20, 29, 30, 32-36, 38-40, 44, 
46, 52-54) 56-59, 67, 72) 73) 78, 89-92, 98, 990. 
Note that the sentence is introduced for the first 
time in Lesson 6 and that dramatization can be 
used as an additional check in Lessons 8, 10, 
20, 39, 56, and 57. Matching phrases and char- 
acters may be used as an additional check in 
Lessons 13 and 32. In Lessons 35 and 36 the child 
is required to answer questions with the aid of the 
pictures. These answers may be given orally as 
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an additional check. In Lesson 46 oral answers 
should be given with the aid of the pictures and 
an additional picture check used. In Lessons 59, 
89, and go, the missing words are to be supplied 
with the aid of the pictures. The picture check 
should also be used. 


LESSON 7 AND RELATED LESSONS 


This belongs to the type that affords opportu- 
nities for checking comprehension by means of 
dramatization. The lesson consists of simple 
action words which are to be read silently, one at 
a time. When the children have read the first 
word the teacher should proceed to check. , 

Teacher: You may do what the first word 
says, Alice. | 

(Alice runs.) 

Teacher: Why did Alice do that, Bob? 

Bob: The word we read was “‘run.”’ 

When all the words have been dramatized in 
this way, and the check is complete, each child is 
given an opportunity to dramatize some particu- 
lar word while the others point to the correct word 
used. The same procedure is used for Lessons 25, 
26, 41, 43, 45, 55, and 81. In Lessons 68-71, 87, 
97, 100, the children will be required to read a 
eroup of sentences before any dramatization 
takes place, otherwise the procedure is the same. 
Added interest will be given to Lessons 55 and 
100 if the children are asked to bring the actual 
objects to school. 
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LESSON 9 AND RELATED LESSONS 

Lesson 9 requires, not only dramatization 
but also a matching of the name of the character 
given in the sentence with the name of the 
character written or printed on the blackboard. 
The characters ‘‘ Little Mouse,” ‘Pretty Cat,” 
‘““Black Horse,” “White Sheep,” “Little Pig,” 
should be written or printed on the blackboard 
in a different order from that which appears in 
the book. The children are directed to read the 
first sentence silently, and are told that the child 
called upon is to dramatize the first word in each 
sentence and point out on the blackboard the 
character he has read about. 

Teacher: Jack, you may do what the first 
word in the first sentence says, and point out on 
the blackboard the name of the one about which 
you read. 

(Jack walks to the blackboard and points to 
Laitle Pig.) : 

Teacher: Is that right, Jane? 

Jane: No, the sentence says “Run, Little 
Mouse.”’ 

(Jack reads the sentence again, runs to the 
blackboard and points to ‘‘ Little Mouse.’’) 

Each sentence should be read silently, drama- 
tized, checked, and read orally. The teacher 
may find it advantageous to make character 
eards with ‘Little Mouse,’ and so on, printed 
on them. These cards could then be put on the 
blackboard ledge and arranged in any order. 
Lessons 10-12, and 42 should also be pre- 
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sented in this way. In Lessons 21 and 22 the 
child will point to the name of the character and 
dramatize the latter part in each sentence. 


LESSON 23 AND RELATED LESSONS 


This lesson belongs to the riddle type. The 
children are told to read the first sentence silently 
and to supply the missing word from the list of 
words given. The teacher will then proceed to 
check. 

Teacher: What is your answer, Esther? 

Esther: My answer is “Happy Boy.” 

Teacher: Why is it “Happy Boy,” Fred? 

Fred: Because “‘Happy Boy” says good 
morning. 

Teacher: Read the sentence, Dick. 

Dick: Good morning, I am Happy Boy. 

The missing words in the other sentences 
should be supplied and checked in this way. 
Lesson 24 is also of this type. In Lessons 27 and 
28 the children will select the name of the 
character represented from the list of words 
supplied. The same general procedure is followed 
for Lessons 37, 47-51, 65, 66, 74, 75, 82, 85, 88, 
except that the child is required to read a group 
of sentences and that he supplies the missing 
word with the aid of pictures, with the exception 
of Lessons 50 and 51 where words are used. 


LESSON 31 AND RELATED LESSONS 


Before Lesson 31 is read, the teacher should 
have written or printed on the blackboard, the 
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- names of the characters “‘ Little Mouse,” “Little 

Pig,’ as well as the phrases, ‘‘in the house, ”’ “‘in 
the pen,” and so on. The characters and the 
phrases should be arranged in a different order 
from that which appears in the book. The lesson 
should then be given in this way. 

Teacher: Read the first sentence silently. 
When you have finished reading, I shall ask one 
of you to go to the blackboard and find the 
name of the character about which you have 
read, and also find the words that tell where that 
character is. 

(The children read silently.) 

Teacher: You may go to the blackboard and 
find them, Charles. 

(Charles points first to “Litile Mouse’ and then 
to ‘in the house.’’) 

Teacher: Why did Charles point to those, 
Helen? 

Helen: Because the sentence says “Little 
Mouse js in the house.”’ 

Each of the other sentences should be checked 
in this way. 


LESSON 60 AND RELATED LESSONS 


Lesson 60 belongs to the fourth group in 
which the child is required to make what the 
reading describes and directs him to make. The 
teacher should see that all children are provided 
with paper, pencils, and crayons to enable them 
to make these pictures. Should the teacher 
_ prefer, the children could be provided with 
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scissors and paper or with modeling clay. The 
lesson should be taken in this way. 

Teacher: After you have read the first four 
sentences, make what you are told to make. 

(The children read and draw pictures.) — 

Teacher: What did you make, Mary? 

Mary: I made a picture of an apple. 

Teacher: Why did Mary make an apple, Ann? 

Ann: Ann reads the group of sentences and 
says they tell about an apple. 

The teacher may check the child’s comprehen- 
sion further by asking, “‘What kind of apple is 
it?”’ ‘Where is it?” and so on. Lessons 61-64, 
76, 77, 79, 80, 83, 93-96 are also of this type. 


LESSON 84 AND RELATED LESSONS 


Lesson 84 requires that the group of sentences 
be read silently by the children. The first ques- 
tion should then be read silently and the correct 
answer thought out. 

Teacher: What is your answer, Jane? 

Jane: The pony can run very fast. 

Teacher: Why did Jane say that, Paul? 

Paul: The sentence says ‘It can run very 
fast? 

The check should be continued for each ques- 
tion in this way. Lesson 86 is also of this type. 

In addition to following the simple direc- 
tions given on each lesson or group of lessons, 
the resourceful teacher will readily see that 
each of these lessons provides other valuable 
possibilities in testing the child’s comprehen- 
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sion of what he reads. The plan of thought- 
testing here suggested is simple, progressive, 
and effective. It is broad enough, however, 
to include many other similar or related exer- 
cises which test the child’s comprehension. 
Throughout the book, every exercise definitely 
contributes toward the systematic develop- 
ment, in an elementary way, of all the funda- 
mental oral and silent reading skills and most 
of the essential language skills. This simple 
thought-testing program, if carried out as di- 
rected, is certain to make the child more 
appreciative of what he reads, more definite in 
his habits of study, and more confident and 
accurate in his reading and study of other 
subjects. 
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